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A NOTE TO THE PARENTS: 

I’m so pleased to share this book with you and your children. Here, you will find thoughtful pages 

to ponder from November 30 through Christmas Day. This book is designed to be used by parent 

and child together. While there are some independent activities, the study was designed with 

conversation in mind. Each day, read the Roots and Branches story together. Then, carefully read 

the Scripture. Some days, you will find notations for more Scripture. Look it up in a family Bible and 

read that, too. 

Then, enter into “I Wonder” together. These questions are worth pondering whether you are 9 or 

39, and each of them will help you to enter into the Lectio Divina we hope for you. From there, the 

Primary book differs from the “Big Kids” book. The Lectio Divina page differs, with the Big Kids 

book offering a more complex structure to the scriptural prayer. On Sundays, instead of the Lectio 

pages, we’ve provided Mass Response pages. Those too, vary in complexity, according to the 

version you choose. 

There are some independent pages for each day, too. We’ve created some puzzles to play with 

that reinforce the content in the stories. For the younger children, puzzles are of simpler 

construction and they come with Word Banks to give children clues.  

All of these pages correlate with our journal for women Rooted in Hope, available at 

amazon.com. It is our hope and prayer that these tools will equip you and your family to enjoy a 

beautiful  and meaningful Advent together.  

Blessings, 

The Take Up and Read Creative Team 

3

http://amazon.com


29 30 1 2

6 7 8 9

13 14 15 16

20 21 22 23

27 28 29 30

3 4 5 6

FEAST OF SAINT 

NICHOLAS

FEAST OF SAINT 

AMBROSE

THE IMMACULATE  
CONCEPTION OF 
THE  
BLESSED VIRGIN 

FEAST OF SAINT 

JUAN DIEGO

FEAST OF SAINT 

LUCY

FEAST OF SAINT 
JOHN OF THE 
CROSS

FEAST OF SAINT 
JOHN

FEAST OF THE 
HOLY 
INNOCENTS

FEAST OF SAINT 
JOHN OF KANTY

CHRISTMAS EVE CHRISTMAS DAY

SUNDAY

26 27 28

3 4 5

10 11 12

17 18 19

24 25 26

31 1 2

FIRST SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT

SECOND SUN-

DAY OF ADVENT

THIRD SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT

FOURTH SUNDAY 

OF ADVENT

OUR LADY OF 

GUADALUPE

NEW YEAR’S EVE

FEAST OF THE 

HOLY FAMILY

FEAST OF SAINT 

STEPHEN

NATIVITY OF 
THE LORD

MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

D E C E M B E R  2 017

4



Thursday, November 30, 2017  

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

St. Andrew Novena 

Hail, and blessed be the hour and moment 

at which the Son of God was born 

of a most pure Virgin at a stable 

at midnight in Bethlehem in the piercing cold. 

At that hour vouchsafe, I beseech Thee, 

to hear my prayers and grant my desires. 

(Mention your intentions here) 

Through Jesus Christ and 

His most Blessed Mother. 

Amen.  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Thursday, November 30, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Luke 2:4-7 

Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city 

of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and 

family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was 

engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 

came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 

wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 

no place for them in the inn. 

Psalm 46:10 

“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I am 

exalted in the earth. 
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Thursday, November 30, 2017 

I WONDER 

What was it like in that stable when Jesus was born? 

What did it smell like? 

What did it sound like? 

What did Mary think when the only place to put her baby was a feeding 

trough? 

How do you think Mary and Joseph felt before the baby came? 

How do you think they felt once He was born? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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SAINT ANDREW CHAPLETS COLORING PAGE 

FOR THE WEEK OF THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2017 

 

THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

The Saint Andrew prayer is a special prayer we 
pray every day (or night) from the Feast of Saint 
Andrew on November 30 all the way until 
Christmas. We pray the prayer 15 times a day! Itʼs 
not a magic spell and 15 isnʼt a magic number. But 
lots of us have learned that if we pray this prayer 15 
times a day and pay close attention to what weʼre 
saying so that we can imagine what the words are 
telling us, we change inside. We understand 
Christmas a little better when it finally arrives. 

So, weʼve given you a way to keep track of every 
prayer you pray. Just color one bead every time you 
say the prayer—15 beads a day!
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Friday, December 1, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Deuteronomy 30:14 

No, the word is very near to you; it is in your mouth and in your heart for 

you to observe. 

2 Timothy 3:14-16 

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it, and how from childhood you have 

known the sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that 

everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good 

work. 

Romans 15:4 

For whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so 

that by steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might 

have hope. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

1 Corinthians 2:9 

Psalms 36:7-9  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Friday, December 1 2017 

Jesus gave us the Bible so that we could always hear what 

He wants to say to us.  

I WONDER 

What does it mean that all Scripture “is useful for teaching, for reproof, for 

correction, and for training in righteousness?” 

How can something written thousands of years ago still mean something to a 

child in 2017? 

The Church tells us there are some steps to reading Scripture and getting the 

most meaning from it. 

1. We should read the Bible, and then we should try to understand it the

way the people who first read it did. Then we should sit quietly and let 

it all sink in. 

2. We should ask the Holy Spirit to tell us what God wants us to know--

personally, just for us. 
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3. Then, we should answer God. We should speak to Him as if he were

sitting right beside us. Maybe you do this out loud. Or maybe you do it 

in your head--He’s God; He can hear what you’re saying in your head! 

Or, maybe you write here in your journal. 

4. We should think about how that particular Bible reading shows us how

God loves us. We can look at the whole world and see how what 

we’ve read changes the way we see God at work even today. We can 

count our blessings here in this step.  

5. We should do something about all this. Whatever conversation you

have with God in His Word, you should take it into your world. You 

should let it affect the way you act. Make a plan to act in a ways that 

says, “God spoke to me today and together, we are going to make the 

world better because He loves me.” 

 I wonder how God will work in your life between now and Christmas? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?

14



A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Saturday, December 2, 2017 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY 

1 CORINTHIANS 1: 8-9 

He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the 

day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Copy the scripture below. 
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Sunday, December 3, 2017 

FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

TAKE UP & READ 

Mark 13:33-37  

Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come. It is like a 

man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in charge, 

each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the watch. 

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, or else 

he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And what I say to you I 

say to all: Keep awake.” 

1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that 

has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way you have been enriched 

in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind— just as the testimony of 

Christ has been strengthened among you— so that you are not lacking in any 

spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. He will 

also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless on the day of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were called into the 

fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
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FOR FURTHER READING:  

Isaiah 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7 

19



M A S S  R E S P O N S E

T A L K I N G  A B O U T  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

List two key words or phrases from today’s reading:

1 2

Imagine that you were present when this gospel unfolded. What do you 
see, hear, smell, taste, feel?

S E E 

H E A R 

S M E L L 

T A S T E 

F E E L

List two key points Father made in his homily.

1

2

20



A C T I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

P R A Y I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

Praise God:

Thank God:

Ask God:

How will you be the hands and feet of Jesus for your family this week?

M A S S  R E S P O N S E
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SAINT ANDREW CHAPLETS COLORING PAGE 

FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3, 2017  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAY

SATURDAY
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Monday, December 4, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

JESSE 

We begin our study of special people God chose to change the world with a 

man named Jesse. A son of Obed and the grandson of Boaz and Ruth, Jesse 

was the father of David, who would become quite a hero in the story of 

Jesus’ family tree.  Jesse came from a well known and respected family, but 

lead a fairly ordinary life. His household was probably pretty rowdy at times 

because Jesse was the father of eight sons. But Jesse wasn’t a superstar or a 

superhero or anything you’d expect from someone special enough to be the 

root of Jesus’ family tree. Still, God used Jesse to begin an amazing chain of 

events. Many years after Jesse died, but way before Jesus was born, another 

prophet, whose name was Isaiah, would tell the world that the Messiah 

would come from the “root of Jesse” (Isaiah 11:1, 10). Isn’t that amazing? 

God let Isaiah know how special Jesse was, and He let Him give the people 

a hint that Jesus was coming! Everything that happened through Jesse 

happened because he let God work through him. Jesse was good at saying 

“yes” to God.  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Monday, December 4, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Isaiah 11:1-10 

The Peaceful Kingdom 

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,  

    and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  

The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,  

    the spirit of wisdom and understanding,  

    the spirit of counsel and might,  

    the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. 

His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord. 

He shall not judge by what his eyes see,  

    or decide by what his ears hear;  

but with righteousness he shall judge the poor,  

    and decide with equity for the meek of the earth;  

he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,  

    and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  

Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist,  

    and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb,  

    the leopard shall lie down with the kid,  

the calf and the lion and the fatling together,  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    and a lit tle child shall lead them.  

The cow and the bear shall graze,  

    their young shall lie down together;  

    and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  

The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,  

    and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  

They will not hurt or destroy  

    on all my holy mountain;  

for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord  

    as the waters cover the sea. 

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the 

nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

Jeremiah 33:14-16 

Romans 15:7-13 
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Monday, December 4, 2017 

I WONDER 

Why Isaiah referred to Jesse as a “stump” instead of a “tree”? 

How someone can judge something without using his eyes or his ears? 

What Isaiah means by “righteousness?”  He says that “with righteousness he 

shall judge the poor,” and then mentions that “Righteousness shall be the belt 

around his waist.” Righteousness must be important to Isaiah. 

Who the lit tle child is who will lead the wolf and the lamb, the leopard and 

the kid, and the calf and the lion? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening?  

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Draw the stump of Jesse here.  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Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

MOSES 

The next hero we will meet is Moses. His life was so full of amazing things, 

they might not all fit on this page! When he was a baby, most of the Israelites 

lived in Egypt, but there were also many Egyptians living there, too. The 

Israelites and the Egyptians were not treated the same way. There was a king 

called a Pharaoh who made all the Israelites into slaves who had to work 

very hard from morning until night. Even though they were hard workers, the 

Pharaoh still didn’t want so many Israelites in the land, so he ordered that 

baby boy Israelites were to be killed. At that time, baby Moses was born 

and his mama hid him until he was about three months old, then she put him 

in a basket in some  tall grasses by the Nile river. Miraculously, the 

Pharaoh’s daughter found him and adopted him! She named the baby 

Moses, which means she got him “out of the water.” 

Moses grew up in the Pharoah’s household, just like a royal prince. But he 

was very bothered by the way the Egyptians treated the Israelites. One day, 

he was so upset he killed an Egyptian who was beating an Israelite. Moses 

knew he’d done something terrible and he ran away. He stayed far away 
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and hidden with the Israelites and met his wife and married. This was all part 

of God’s plan. 

One day, he was out tending his sheep and he noticed that a bush looked 

like it was on fire, except that the fire wasn’t hurting the bush at all. This was 

amazing to Moses! He stepped closer to get a better look and the bush 

seemed to be talking to him! Moses thought that the voice must be God’s 

because no one else could make a burning bush not become ashes and also 

make it talk. God told Moses that he was exactly the man God wanted to 

lead the Israelites out of Egypt and into the Promised Land.  

Moses told God he must be mistaken. He wasn’t a brave leader at all. He 

was a sinful man who had done something terrible and was now hiding. Of 

course, God already knew that. And God often uses people who seem 

unlikely to do some very special things. Those unlikely people can do those 

things because it’s actually God who does them through the ordinary people. 

Moses did lead the people out of Egypt, and along the way God did 

unbelievable things like turning a sea into blood and then making a dry path 

through it for the Israelites that closed up and turned to red sea again just as 

the Egyptians who were chasing them got near.  

Moses had a life of one amazing God-work after another. He did things like 

providing miraculous and delicious food that fell from the sky when the 

Israelites were hungry. One day, God called Moses up to a mountain and 
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He gave him ten rules to tell his people. We know those rules today as the 

Ten Commandments, and they are still our rules for living holy lives. Even as 

He was giving us those rules, God knew we’d have trouble obeying them all 

the time.  

So, because our God is a God of plans made in advance, He had a big plan 

for a Savior, who would come to forgive us for breaking those rules. But first, 

there are some other ordinary people whom god used to do extraordinary 

things.  
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Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Exodus 3:1-12 

MOSES AT THE BURNING BUSH 

Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law Jethro, the priest of Midian; 

he led his flock beyond the wilderness, and came to Horeb, the mountain of 

God.  There the angel of the Lord appeared to him in a flame of fire out of a 

bush; he looked, and the bush was blazing, yet it was not consumed.  Then 

Moses said, “I must turn aside and look at this great sight, and see why the 

bush is not burned up.” When the Lord saw that he had turned aside to see, 

God called to him out of the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I 

am.”  Then he said, “Come no closer! Remove the sandals from your feet, for 

the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” He said further, “I am 

the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God 

of Jacob.” And Moses hid his face, for he was afraid to look at God. 

Then the Lord said, “I have observed the misery of my people who are in 

Egypt; I have heard their cry on account of their taskmasters. Indeed, I know 

their sufferings, and I have come down to deliver them from the Egyptians, 

and to bring them up out of that land to a good and broad land, a land 

flowing with milk and honey, to the country of the Canaanites, the Hittites, 

the Amorites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites.  The cry of the 

Israelites has now come to me; I have also seen how the Egyptians oppress 
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them. So come, I will send you to Pharaoh to bring my people, the Israelites, 

out of Egypt.” But Moses said to God, “Who am I that I should go to 

Pharaoh, and bring the Israelites out of Egypt?” He said, “I will be with you; 

and this shall be the sign for you that it is I who sent you: when you have 

brought the people out of Egypt, you shall worship God on this mountain.” 

FOR FURTHER READING:  

Exodus 3:13-22, 

Hebrews 12:29  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Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

I WONDER 

How Moses must have felt when the angel of the Lord appeared to him? 

What made the ground so holy that God said Moses needed to remove his 

sandals? 

Why Moses was afraid to look at God? 

How did God make it so the bush wasn’t consumed in the fire? 

How Moses felt when God asked him to lead the Israelites to freedom?   

Did Moses feel like he was worthy of doing such a big work? 

35



L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Tuesday, December 5, 2017 

WORD SEARCH 
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Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

GIDEON 

  

Hundreds of years after Moses led his people through the Red Sea, those 

Israelites still were doing evil things, even though they’d seen so many of 

God’s miracles. At this time, there Gideon was a prophet whose name means 

“mighty warrior.” Even though the Israelites weren’t always obeying God, 

they were praying and asking God to save them from some bad guys called 

the Midianites. God called to Gideon and asked him to save Israel. Even 

though Gideon was a faithful man, he  had his doubts about being able to 

defeat such a great army. He was insecure and worried about whether he 

could actually do what God called him to do.  

So Gideon asked God for some signs. And God kept showing him signs. 

Even after several signs that God was God and God was asking Gideon to 

live up to his name and be a mighty warrior, he was still unsure.  So he set 

out some wool from a lamb and begged for God to prove Himself before he 

would step out in faith. He wanted God to show that He was powerful 

enough to overcome nature. He knew that overnight, the fleece on the 

ground should become wet with the dew, just like the ground around it. But, 

God showed him! When Gideon woke up, the fleece was soaking wet and 

39



the ground was very dry. Gideon was stubborn in his doubt, and he asked 

God for still another sign. This time, he wanted the ground to be wet, but the 

fleece to be dry. And God did that, too. 

Gideon was convinced and he told God that he’d take the large army of 

Israelites and defeat the Midianites. Before he left though, God had one 

more thing in mind. He wanted to be certain that the Israelites knew they 

were defeating the bad guys because of God’s power, not their own. So he 

told Gideon to tell the army that anyone who was afraid should go home 

before they went into battle. Twenty-two thousand people left! Over half the 

army went home. Then, God did something else that seemed a lit tle crazy. He 

told Gideon to take the army to water and separate the men who drank like 

dogs from the men who cupped the water with their hands. God said to only 

take the ones who drank from their hands into battle. That left Gideon with 

three hundred men. Of course, this meant that Gideon was still really afraid! 

Of course, God did some mighty and very unexpected things and He led the 

Israelites into a very successful campaign against the Midianites. Since they 

had no reasonable chance of winning from the get-go, it was very obvious to 

everybody that it was God who won the battle, using very ordinary and even 

fearful people to get it done. 
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Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Judges 6:36-40 

Then Gideon said to God, “In order to see whether you will deliver Israel by 

my hand, as you have said,  I am going to lay a fleece of wool on the 

threshing floor; if there is dew on the fleece alone, and it is dry on all the 

ground, then I shall know that you will deliver Israel by my hand, as you 

have said.” And it was so. When he rose early next morning and squeezed 

the fleece, he wrung enough dew from the fleece to fill a bowl with 

water. Then Gideon said to God, “Do not let your anger burn against me, let 

me speak one more time; let me, please, make trial with the fleece just once 

more; let it be dry only on the fleece, and on all the ground let there be 

dew.”  And God did so that night. It was dry on the fleece only, and on all the 

ground there was dew. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

ALL OF JUDGES 6:11-40  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Wednesday, December 6, 2017 

I WONDER 

What a fleece of wool is?  

Why would Gideon ask God to make the fleece wet and the ground dry? 

What made Gideon ask God to perform another miracle with the fleece? 

If seeing these miracles made Gideon believe in God and His great power?  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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Fill in the blanks. 

1. Hail, and blessed be the the hour and the moment at which the Son of 

God was born of a most pure Virgin at a stable at midnight in 

_____________________ in the piercing cold. 

2. A son of Obed and the grandson of Boaz and Ruth, _____________ was 

the father of David, who would become quite a hero in the story of Jesus’ 

family tree. 

3. Moses was very bothered by the way the Egyptians treated the 

_______________. 

4. Moses thought the voice must be ____________ because no one else 

could make a burning bush not become ashes and also make it talk to 

God. 

5. Gideon wanted God to show that He was powerful enough to overcome 

_______________. 

6. But, God showed him! When Gideon woke up, the fleece was soaking 

wet and the ground was very ______________. 

WORD BANK 

ISRAELITES    NATURE 
JESSE     GOD 
DRY     BETHLEHEM
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Thursday, December 7, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

SAMUEL 

There once was a woman named Hannah who really wanted to have a baby. 

Every year, she went with her husband to a place called Shiloh to thank God 

for all His blessings. Sometimes, Hannah was very sad there, because even 

though she was grateful for all God had provided, she still felt a sad place in 

heart where a she wanted a baby to be. So, when everyone was celebrating 

at Shiloh, Hannah took her sadness into the temple to pray. She cried there, 

and she told God with her whole heart that if He would give her a baby, she 

would dedicate him to God and return him to the temple for his whole life. 

While she was praying, a man named Eli saw her but couldn’t hear her 

prayers. After a while, Eli realized that Hannah’s prayers were very honest 

and very faithful and he told her to go in peace. Hannah went back to the 

temple the next day, and prayed just as hard all over again. She knew that 

sometimes, God doesn’t always give us what we want right away. And she 

knew that sometimes, he doesn’t give us what we want at all. But He always 

gives us what we need to grow closer to Him.  

In Hannah’s case, God did give her something wonderful.  
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He gave her a son and she named him Samuel. 

Even though Hannah had waited so long for her baby, she didn’t forget her 

promise to God. She did bring Samuel back to the temple and she left him 

there for Eli to care for and to teach. Can you imagine that? Can you 

imagine being Hannah in that story and leaving your lit tle boy in the care of 

God’s servant? Or can you imagine being Samuel, there with a priest and 

without your mom? Every year, Hannah visited her boy and brought him new 

clothes.God comforted both of them. God gave Hannah and her husband 

more sons and daughters, and Samuel grew to be a wise and holy man.  

One night, when Samuel and Eli were sleeping, Samuel awoke with a start, 

hearing someone calling his name. He thought it was Eli, but Eli told him it 

was not and sent him back to bed. This happened three times before Eli 

figured out that it was actually God who was calling Samuel.  

Samuel told God he was listening and he continued to listen every time God 

called him, all his life. God called Samuel to do some very important things. 

Just imagine; it all started with the very sad prayers of a woman who wanted 

so much to be a mom. 
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Thursday, December 7, 2017 

TAKE UP AND READ 

1 Samuel 1:9-18 

After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented herself 

before the Lord. Now Eli the priest was sit ting on the seat beside the 

doorpost of the temple of the Lord. 10 She was deeply distressed and prayed 

to the Lord, and wept bitterly. She made this vow: “O Lord of hosts, if only 

you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not 

forget your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set 

him before you as a Nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither 

wine nor intoxicants and no razor shall touch his head.” 

As she continued praying before the Lord, Eli observed her mouth.  Hannah 

was praying silently; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard; 

therefore Eli thought she was drunk.  So Eli said to her, “How long will you 

make a drunken spectacle of yourself? Put away your wine.” But Hannah 

answered, “No, my lord, I am a woman deeply troubled; I have drunk 

neither wine nor strong drink, but I have been pouring out my soul before 

the Lord. Do not regard your servant as a worthless woman, for I have been 

speaking out of my great anxiety and vexation all this time.” Then Eli 

answered, “Go in peace; the God of Israel grant the petition you have made 

to him.”  And she said, “Let your servant find favor in your sight.” Then the 
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woman went to her quarters, ate and drank with her husband,  and her 

countenance was sad no longer. 

FOR FURTHER READING:  

1 Samuel 1-3 (early life of Samuel) 

1 Samuel 10 (anointing of Saul) 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 (anointing of David) 
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Thursday, December 7, 2017 

I WONDER  

Why Hannah would promise that she would make her son a Nazarite?   

What does it mean to be a Nazarite? 

Why it would be a sacrifice for someone to be a Nazarite? 

Why Eli would think that Hannah was drunk just because he couldn’t hear 

her words? 

How Hannah felt when Eli told her that God would listen to her prayers to 

have a son?  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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Unscramble the words. 

BHLMEETHE 

___________________ 

EFELCE 

___________________ 

ESUMAL 

___________________ 

ZBAGNLI 

___________________ 

PENYAGTI 

___________________ 

UCEPSIRTR 

___________________ 

EHFTAR 

___________________ 

ENDOGI 

___________________  

FLEECE  
EGYPTIAN 
SAMUEL  
FATHER  

SCRIPTURE 
BETHLEHEM 
BLAZING 
GIDEON
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Friday, December 8, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

Today is the day that the Church celebrates something very special God did 

for His mother, Mary, even before she was born.  

You might remember that when Adam and Eve sinned in the Garden of Eden, 

they left us all with a stain on our souls. We call that stain Original Sin, and 

it makes it so that sometimes, we want to disobey God, and sometimes, we 

give in to that want and we sin.  

Jesus came to save us from our sins. He came to forgive us, to make us clean 

again, and to open the gates of heaven to us. When all of us are born, our 

baptism into the life of Christ washes away our original sin. We still have a 

hard time always doing God’s will, though, and we still need Jesus to bring 

us to heaven.  

But for His mother, God did something very special. He knew that Jesus was 

going to grow inside Mary’s body. He knew that she would need to be a 

clean vessel, right from the beginning because she would literally carry Jesus 

inside of herself. So He saved her early. He saved her right from the very first 

moment she began to grow as a baby inside her mother!  
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Mary was so clean that we say she was immaculate.  

That’s very, very clean. And she stayed that clean, all her life, and went to 

heaven as sparklingly beautiful as she began.  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Friday, December 8, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Ephesians 1:3-12 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 

in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose 

us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless 

before him in love. He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus 

Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will, to the praise of his glorious 

grace that he freely bestowed on us in the Beloved. In him we have 

redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to 

the riches of his grace that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight he 

has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure 

that he set forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, to gather up all 

things in him, things in heaven and things on earth.  In Christ we have also 

obtained an inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of 

him who accomplishes all things according to his counsel and will, so that 

we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of 

his glory. 

CONSIDER TODAY THE READINGS FROM THE MASS: 

First Reading: Genesis 3:9-15, 20 
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Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 98 

Second Reading: Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 

Gospel: Luke 1:26-38 
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Friday, December 8, 2017 

I WONDER 

What it means that we were chosen to be adopted through Jesus? 

What all of the spiritual blessings in all the heavenly places might be that 

God has given to us? 

What the inheritance is that we have gained through Jesus? 

Why God chose to make Mary free of sin?  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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Friday, December 8, 2017 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE 
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WORD BANK 

Bethlehem Manger Bush 

Bible Jesse Fleece 

Eight Moses Gideon 

Hannah Asleep Immaculate 
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Saturday, December 9, 2017 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY 

1 THESSALONIANS 5:23 

May the God of peace himself make you perfectly holy and may you 

entirely, spirit, soul, and body, be preserved blameless for the coming of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 
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Sunday, December 10, 2017 

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

TAKE UP & READ 

Mark 1:1-8 

The Proclamation of John the Baptist 

The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. 

As it is written in the prophet Isaiah, 

“See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 

   who will prepare your way; 

the voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 

   ‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 

   make his paths straight,’” 

John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. And people from the whole Judean 

countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were 

baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 

clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist, and he ate 

locusts and wild honey. He proclaimed, “The one who is more powerful than 

I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of 
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his sandals. I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the 

Holy Spirit.” 

FOR FURTHER READING:  

2 PETER 3:8-14,  

ISAIAH 40:1-5, 9-11  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M A S S  R E S P O N S E

T A L K I N G  A B O U T  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

List two key words or phrases from today’s reading:

1 2

Imagine that you were present when this gospel unfolded. What do you 
see, hear, smell, taste, feel?

S E E 

H E A R 

S M E L L 

T A S T E 

F E E L

List two key points Father made in his homily.

1

2
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A C T I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

P R A Y I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

Praise God:

Thank God:

Ask God:

How will you be the hands and feet of Jesus for your family this week?

M A S S  R E S P O N S E
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SAINT ANDREW CHAPLETS COLORING PAGE 

FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2017  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAY

SATURDAY
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Monday, December 11, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

DAVID 

In the days of Israel when Saul was the king, a boy named David lived in 

Bethlehem. David was the youngest boy in Jesse’s family, and he had seven 

big brothers!  He was strong and brave and he loved and trusted God. 

David’s special job was to look after Jesse’s flocks, protecting the sheep from 

anything that would harm them. He was a very good shepherd who knew 

that God helped him to do his job every day. 

One of the things God called to Samuel to do was go to Jesse’s house and 

find a new king for Israel. Jesse lined up all seven of his older boys, and 

Samuel looked them all over. God told Samuel that none of them was the 

one He wanted for a king. Then, Jesse sent for David and introduced him to 

Samuel. The prophet knew that David was the one God intended to be king. 

Samuel anointed David with holy oil, but he wasn’t the king just yet! 

The old king, Saul, became very troubled when the spirit of God left him. He 

was cranky and irritable, and the people needed to find a way to calm him. 

David was sent to play the harp and soothe the king. Saul kept David in his 
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service and called upon him to soothe and comfort him whenever he was sad 

or anxious.  

David’s brothers went off to fight an army of Philistines, and Jesse sent David 

to bring them some food. David learned that a huge Philistine giant named 

Goliath was striking fear into the hearts of the Israelites. Goliath had 

thundered to the Israelites that they were to choose a man to fight him and if 

Goliath won, the Israelites would be slaves of the Philistines. The Israelites 

were terrified and fled for their lives.  

But David begged to be allowed to fight the giant. He chose five smooth 

stones from the nearby brook. His plan was to sling the stones at the giant 

with the slingshot he used to defend the sheep. David knew that God had 

guided that sling in the past, when he was in the fields alone, and he was 

faithful that God would help him with the giant.  

Goliath laughed when he saw that David wasn’t even wearing armor. And of 

course, David was much smaller than the fierce giant. But David stood his 

ground bravely and declared, “This battle is the Lord’s!” 

He ran towards the giant and fired one smooth stone from his slingshot into 

the giant’s forehead. Then, giant fell to the earth with a thunderous thud. 

David used Goliath’s sword to cut off his head. The Philistines all ran for their 

lives! 
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David’s life of adventure in service to God was just beginning. Like so many 

of the heroes we meet on the way to Christmas, David made some terrible 

mistakes. But he always came back to God, and God always welcomed Him 

home. God used David in some very wondrous ways, and if we trace the 

family tree carefully enough we see that we can follow David all the way to 

Jesus. 
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Monday, December 11, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

1 Samuel 16:1-13 

David Anointed as King 

The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have 

rejected him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I 

will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king 

among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill 

me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to 

sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what 

you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 

you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The 

elders of the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come 

peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the Lord; 

sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified 

Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s 

anointed is now before the Lord.”  But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look 

on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected 

him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward 

appearance, but the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, 
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and made him pass before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the Lord chosen 

this one.”  Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has 

the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, 

and Samuel said to Jesse, “The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel 

said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought 

him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. 

The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.” Then Samuel took the 

horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of 

the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set 

out and went to Ramah. 

For further reading (Don’t skip this!) 

1 Samuel 17 
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Monday, December 11, 2017 

I WONDER 

Why God rejected Saul as the king? 

How Samuel felt when he was traveling to go and meet Jesse and his sons? 

What God might see if he looked inside my heart? 

How Jesse’s seven sons felt when Samuel kept passing them over? 

What David thought when he was called in from the field? 

How David felt as Samuel anointed him with oil? 

If David was nervous when he saw the giant? 

If anyone thought David could slay the giant? 

What grown-up Israelite men felt like when they learned David had killed the 

Philistine giant? 

What lesson David taught the Israelites by his example?  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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Draw the story of David. 
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Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

AMOS 

Amos was a man from a town called Tekoa, in the land of Judah, about 12 

miles from Jerusalem. Amos was a shepherd who cared for sheep and took 

care of the trees. Remember, we’re learning that God uses ordinary people 

to do extraordinary work. Amos surely thought his life was ordinary. 

He lived during a time when God’s people—in both the northern kingdom 

and southern kingdom—were doing wicked things. In his quiet way, Amos 

was trying to do the right thing, and to be faithful to praying and 

worshipping God. 

God spoke to Amos and told him to take a message to Israel and let them 

know that God was going to punish them for their sin. Because God is holy, 

He cannot allow sin to continue. He was going to punish the people who 

knew God’s laws and disobeyed them, and He was going to punish the 

people who did not worship the one true God. Even though God sent 

famines, droughts, plagues, and destruction to correct His people, the 

Israelites did not repent and return to God. 
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Amos was honest with the people and he told the people to seek the Lord 

and live! He reminded them that God’s people did not have to suffer the 

punishment for their sins, if only they would repent and look to God and 

have their sins forgiven. 

God gave Amos visions of locusts that would devour everything in the land. 

Amos begged the Lord not to punish His people in such a way. God heard 

Amos and “The Lord relented and revoked the sentence: It shall not take 

place said the Lord, and He was eased and comforted concerning it.” (Amos 

7:3 Amplified) Then God gave Amos a vision of fire that would burn up the 

land, and Amos asked the Lord how the people could survive such 

devastation. God again reversed His punishment, and did not send fire. 

When Amos saw a vision of a plumb line that showed that God’s people did 

not measure up to His laws, he shared that vision with the king. The king told 

him to go away. Amos had such a hard job: he was interceding for his 

people, begging God’s mercy, while at the same time trying to get the 

people to repent and reform their ways. 

Finally, God gave Amos the vision of a basket of ripened fruit that meant that 

God’s people were ripe and ready to receive God’s punishment for their sin. 

God kept His promise to punish Israel and they were attacked and destroyed 

by Assyria. Ultimately, He punished the people for their wickedness.  
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But remember this, too, about Amos’ messages: In God’s kindness and 

compassion, He also promised to restore His land and His people. 

As we move closer to Christmas, we’ll see how He does just that.  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Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Amos 9:11-12 

On that day I will raise up  

    the booth of David that is fallen,  

and repair its breaches,  

    and raise up its ruins,  

    and rebuild it as in the days of old;  

in order that they may possess the remnant of Edom  

    and all the nations who are called by my name,  

    says the Lord who does this. 

Acts 15:16-18 

‘After this I will return, 

and I will rebuild the dwelling of David, which has fallen; 

    from its ruins I will rebuild it, 

        and I will set it up, 

so that all other peoples may seek the Lord— 

    even all the Gentiles over whom my name has been called. 

        Thus says the Lord, who has been making these things  known from long 

ago.’ 
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FOR FURTHER READING: 

See Amos 1-8 for all the ways the Lord warned His people, and then read 

Amos 9 to hear God’s tenderness, even though the people ignored the 

warnings of the first 8 chapters.  
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Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

I WONDER 

Why God would destroy something that he would rebuild one day? 

What the “building” is that God says he will restore? 

Why it is important that the Gentiles would seek the Lord? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening?  

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Tuesday, December 12, 2017 

WORD SEARCH  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Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

MICAH 

Micah was a hardworking farmer who lived in a small town called 

Moresheth in Judah. He loved God and was very sad when God’s 

commandments were not followed by the people of his town. The people 

were moving away from the Lord. They were becoming greedy and deceitful. 

Most of the people in Judah grew crops. When the crops did not do well, 

they had to borrow money from lenders in order to buy the things they 

needed. The lenders asked for a lot of money in return. If the farmers could 

not pay back the large sums, then the lenders took their land and made 

slaves of the farmers. Even the priests did not help the sad situation. They 

twisted God’s laws and tricked the poor people. 

Micah was saddened by the evil rich men who were getting richer and the 

struggling poor people who were suffering. Over and over again, he warned 

the people that God would not tolerate their wickedness, and that He would 

leave the temple and Jerusalem would be gone, leaving a forest in its place. 

He also told them that in the future, there would be a Savior who would 

come from Bethlehem to save the people.  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Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Micah 5:2-4 

But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,  

    who are one of the lit tle clans of Judah,  

from you shall come forth for me  

    one who is to rule in Israel,  

whose origin is from of old,  

    from ancient days.  

Therefore he shall give them up until the time  

    when she who is in labor has brought forth;  

then the rest of his kindred shall return  

    to the people of Israel.  

And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the Lord,  

    in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God.  

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great  

    to the ends of the earth; 

Micah 7:20 

You will show faithfulness to Jacob  

    and unswerving loyalty to Abraham,  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as you have sworn to our ancestors  

    from the days of old. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

Read all of Micah. 
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Wednesday, December 13, 2017 

I WONDER 

How did Micah feel when even the priests were on the side of evil? 

Who these quoted Scriptures might be talking about? 

What clues these words give us about Jesus? 

Why God chose such a small town for such a great gift? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Fill in the blanks. Hints below. 

1.  Hannah cried there, and she told God with her whole heart that if she 

would give her a baby, she would dedicate him to God and return him to 

the __________ for his whole life. 

2. This happened three times before Eli figured out that it was actually

__________ who was calling Samuel.

3. Jesus saved ____________ right from the very first moment she began to

grow as a baby inside her mother!

4. David stood his ground bravely and declared, “This battle is

the_________!”

5. God spoke to Amos and told him to take a message to ________ and let

them know that God was going to punish them for their sin.

6. ____________ was saddened by the evil rich men who were getting

richer and the struggling poor people who were suffering.  

WORD BANK 

GOD 

MARY 

LORD’S 
ISRAEL 

MICAH 
TEMPLE 
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Thursday, December 14, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

JONAH 

Jonah lived quite the adventure tale. He is someone God used despite his 

disobedience. God brought great good out of Jonah, but He also allowed 

great suffering for his failure to obey and to love others as God loves them.  

Jonah really didn’t want to be a prophet. God called Jonah to go to Ninevah 

and tell the people there to stop sinning. But Jonah, who hated Ninevah and 

the people who lived there, fled by sea in the other direction. A storm arose 

and the sailors in the boat with Jonah agreed that the storm was a curse. 

When they drew lots to see who was the source of the curse, Jonah told them 

that he had disobeyed God,  and he was thrown overboard.  

A giant fish swallowed him. That is how God saved him from drowning! 

Jonah called out to God for mercy and God was good to him, but it was still 

kind of gross: after three days, the fish vomited him onto land. This time, 

Jonah went to Nineveh and warned the people of impending doom. To his 

astonishment, they listened to him and they changed their ways.  

It would seem like Jonah would have learned a lesson or two. He should 

have learned to obey God right away. He should have learned that God 
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would save people--even people who are different from him. He should have 

been grateful for the ways God had taken care of him and the ways he’d 

used him. Instead, he went off and pouted under a bush God had provided 

to shade him from the sun. He was mad that God had saved Ninevah. God 

and Jonah had a frank discussion about wanting what is good for all people. 

God made it clear to Jonah--and to us--that pride and jealousy destroy our 

hearts.  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Thursday, December 14, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Jonah 4: 6-11 

The Lord God appointed a bush, and made it come up over Jonah, to give 

shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort; so Jonah was very 

happy about the bush.  But when dawn came up the next day, God 

appointed a worm that attacked the bush, so that it withered.  When the sun 

rose, God prepared a sultry east wind, and the sun beat down on the head 

of Jonah so that he was faint and asked that he might die. He said, “It is 

better for me to die than to live.” 

Jonah Is Reproved 

But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the bush?” And 

he said, “Yes, angry enough to die.” Then the Lord said, “You are concerned 

about the bush, for which you did not labor and which you did not grow; it 

came into being in a night and perished in a night. And should I not be 

concerned about Nineveh, that great city, in which there are more than a 

hundred and twenty thousand persons who do not know their right hand from 

their left, and also many animals?” 

FOR FURTHER READING:  

Read the Book of Jonah (It’s not that long!)  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Thursday, December 14, 2017 

I WONDER 

Why God would give Jonah the bush and then have the worm to eat the bush 

and make Jonah uncomfortable? 

What God was trying to tell Jonah? 

Why Jonah was angry about the bush dying, but not worried about the 

people of Ninevah? 

If Jonah ever felt love for the people of Ninevah after his talk with God? 

How Jonah’s story ended? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Unscramble the words. 

DREVROPE 

___________________ 

ILHGTAO 

___________________ 

BLMPU INEL 

___________________ 

RDHHEEPS 

___________________ 

ERPDI 

___________________ 

ETMAALIUMC 

___________________ 

UOSTLSC 

___________________ 

NEVHNIE 

___________________  

NINEVEH 
IMMACULATE 
GOLIATH 
LOCUSTS 

REPROVED 
PRIDE 
PLUMB LINE 
SHEPHERD 
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Friday, December 15, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

HABAKKUK 

Habakkuk, whose name means “loving embrace,” lived during a time of 

wickedness. His book is a lit tle different from other books of the Bible, 

because it’s written in a style of God and Habakkuk speaking to each other. 

Habakkuk asked God  questions and then recorded the answers that God 

gave him. (This is a style you can use in your journaling, too.) Habakkuk 

didn’t understand why people were evil and he didn’t understand why God 

wasn’t punishing the wicked people. The Babylonians were the bad guys and 

they marched through Judah, trampling over people’s homes and land and 

taking whatever they wanted. God told Habakkuk to be patient. He assured 

Habakkuk that there would be just punishment for the wicked for the people 

of Judah who worshipped false gods and failed to do the Lord’s will.  

Habakkuk was afraid. He trembled with fear. But he also gave us the good 

example of responding to God-- even in his fear, even in the face of hard 

things--and saying that even if bad happened, he’d still belong to God.  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Friday, December 15, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Habakkuk 2:1-4 

I will stand at my watchpost,  

    and station myself on the rampart;  

I will keep watch to see what he will say to me,  

    and what he will answer concerning my complaint.  
 Then the Lord answered me and said:  

Write the vision;  

    make it plain on tablets,  

    so that a runner may read it.  

For there is still a vision for the appointed time;  

    it speaks of the end, and does not lie.  

If it seems to tarry, wait for it ;  

    it will surely come, it will not delay.  

Look at the proud!  

    Their spirit is not right in them,  

    but the righteous live by their faith 
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Habakkuk 3:2 

O Lord, I have heard of your renown,  

    and I stand in awe, O Lord, of your work.  

In our own time revive it ;  

    in our own time make it known;  

    in wrath may you remember mercy. 

Habakkuk 3:16-19 

I hear, and I tremble within;  

    my lips quiver at the sound.  

Rottenness enters into my bones,  

    and my steps tremble beneath me.  

I wait quietly for the day of calamity  

    to come upon the people who attack us. 

Though the fig tree does not blossom,  

    and no fruit is on the vines;  

though the produce of the olive fails,  

    and the fields yield no food;  

though the flock is cut off from the fold,  

    and there is no herd in the stalls,  
 yet I will rejoice in the Lord;  

    I will exult in the God of my salvation.  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 God, the Lord, is my strength;  

    he makes my feet like the feet of a deer,  

    and makes me tread upon the heights.  
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Friday, December 15, 2017 

I WONDER 

How Habbakuk must have felt when God spoke to him? 

What Habbakuk was waiting for? 

If there was a time in your life where you felt awe at something wonderful 

God had done for you? 

What God is trying to tell us by saying,: 

“Though the fig tree does not blossom,  

    and no fruit is on the vines;  

though the produce of the olive fails,  

    and the fields yield no food;  

though the flock is cut off from the fold,  

    and there is no herd in the stalls,  

yet I will rejoice in the Lord” 

How hard it must be to rejoice in the Lord when bad things are happening? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening?  

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  |C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Friday, December 15, 2017 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE  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WORD BANK 

   Holy   John   David  

   Battle   Amos   Micah 

   Jonah   Pride   Habakkuk 

   Bad   Vision 
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Saturday, December 16, 2017 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY 

LUKE 1:49-50 

“For He who is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is His Name. 

And His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation.” 
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Sunday, December 17, 2017 

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

TAKE UP & READ 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 

Rejoice always,  pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for 

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.  Do not quench the Spirit.  Do 

not despise the words of prophets, but test everything; hold fast to what is 

good;  abstain from every form of evil. 

May the God of peace himself sanctify you entirely; and may your spirit and 

soul and body be kept sound and blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do this. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

John 1:6-8, 19-28 

Isaiah 61:1-2A, 10-11 
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M A S S  R E S P O N S E

T A L K I N G  A B O U T  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

List two key words or phrases from today’s reading:
 
1       2

Imagine that you were present when this gospel unfolded. What do you 
see, hear, smell, taste, feel?

S E E 
 
 
H E A R 
 
 
S M E L L 
 
 
T A S T E 
 
 
F E E L

List two key points Father made in his homily.
 
1

2
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A C T I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

P R A Y I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

Praise God:

Thank God:

Ask God:

How will you be the hands and feet of Jesus for your family this week?

M A S S  R E S P O N S E
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SAINT ANDREW CHAPLETS COLORING PAGE 

FOR THE WEEK OF SUNDAY, DECEMBER 17, 2017  

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY FRIDAYTHURSDAY

SATURDAY
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Monday, December 18, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

ISAIAH 

Every one of our heroes is special, but Isaiah is especially special. And God 

called to him in an extraordinary way. Isaiah had a vision of God sit ting on 

a throne. He was wearing a robe that filled the room. Angels with six wings 

flew over God, talking to each other and proclaiming the glory of God. 

While Isaiah was absorbing this sight, he heard thunder and saw smoke. He 

was afraid. Who wouldn’t be afraid? 

He saw God and thought for sure he was going to die. He regretted 

everything that had ever come out of his mouth. One of the angels came to 

talk to him, holding a piece of fiery coal. He touched the fire to Isaiah’s 

mouth and told him that he didn’t need to be afraid any more because all his 

sins were forgiven.  

Then, God spoke some serious words. He said that He had a very important 

message to deliver to His people. God asked who would go for the Lord to 

bring the message to His people. 

Isaiah shouted, “Here I am! Send me!” 
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God did just that--He sent Isaiah to deliver His message. He also gave 

Isaiah an extraordinary gift for writing. Isaiah’s book is beautiful and he told 

the people many times over that a savior was coming. His spiritual writing is 

so profound that Jesus and many of His friends learned the book of Isaiah 

when they were growing up, and they quoted it when they traveled with 

Jesus and when they told people about the good news of the Savior. 
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Monday, December 18, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Isaiah 6:1-8 

In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sit ting on a throne, high and 

lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. Seraphs were in attendance 

above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, and with 

two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. And one called to 

another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; 

the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and the 

house filled with smoke.  And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of 

unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have 

seen the King, the Lord of hosts!” 

Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 

from the altar with a pair of tongs. The seraph touched my mouth with it and 

said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and your 

sin is blotted out.” Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I 

send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!” 
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Monday, December 18, 2017 

I WONDER 

What Isaiah felt when he saw God? 

If you would feel scared if you were with Isaiah? 

Why the seraphs, or angels were flying around God? 

Why the seraph held a live coal, a burning coal, to Isaiah’s lips? 

If there is a way for our sins to be blotted out as well? 

If you will shout “Here I am; send me!” when God asks you to do His work? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Draw Isaiah and the Angels. 
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Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

JEREMIAH 

Did you know that there is a prophet who is called “The Weeping Prophet?” 

He doesn’t sound like a very happy man, does he? He is Jeremiah, who was 

sent by God to warn Judah, but whose warning was never really heeded. 

God called Jeremiah to deliver his messages when he was still very young. 

Jeremiah protested (like so many of God’s servants do at first). He thought he 

was too young and too shy. But God told him that He’d had a plan for him 

since before he was born, and that Jeremiah was just the young man for the 

job. Because Jeremiah was faithful and he trusted God to be with him, he 

went bravely to tell the people to turn away from sin, even though he knew 

that prophets before him had been treated badly when they called out the 

sins of the people.  

At first, when Josiah was king, Jeremiah was treated kindly, because King 

Josiah wanted to lead his people back to God. But after Josiah died, the 

people of Judah went back to worshipping false idols. Jeremiah warned them 

of the dangers of this idol worship and in return, they were cruel to Jeremiah.  
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Jeremiah kept trying to reach the people with God’s warnings to turn away 

from sin. God wanted to help Jeremiah to understand how He could remake 

people into the better version He created them to be. So, God sent Jeremiah 

to a potter’s house. 

A potter’s wheel is a round table that the potter turns with his feet. As the 

wheel turns (kind of like a lazy Susan), the soft clay moves under the potter’s 

hands and he is able to shape it. As Jeremiah watched, the potter was 

making a bowl or vase and something went awry and it was a misshapen 

mess. The potter would have to begin again.  

Judah was all that remained of the kingdom God during Jeremiah’s time. 

God was the potter, patiently trying to shape Judah into the lovely art He 

intended it to be. If the people would repent and turn from sin, God could 

make the nation strong and beautiful. If not, God would have to crush the 

work and begin all over again.  

God asked Jeremiah to warn the people, but God did not make the people 

change. People are clay in God’s hands; they are not puppets on a string. 

He can mold them into His image when they are soft and pliable. But God 

told Jeremiah that, over time, if the people kept sinning, they would harden in 

their sin and become like clay when it is dry. He told Jeremiah to purchase a 

clay pot and show the people how it would shatter. Sadly, the people did not 
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listen to Jeremiah and heed his warnings and later, they received God’s 

punishment and the nation was crushed, just like a brit tle clay pot.  
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Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Jeremiah 18:1-11 

The word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord: “Come, go down to the 

potter’s house, and there I will let you hear my words.” So I went down to the 

potter’s house, and there he was working at his wheel. The vessel he was 

making of clay was spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he reworked it into 

another vessel, as seemed good to him. 

 Then the word of the Lord came to me:  Can I not do with you, O house of 

Israel, just as this potter has done? says the Lord. Just like the clay in the 

potter’s hand, so are you in my hand, O house of Israel.  At one moment I 

may declare concerning a nation or a kingdom, that I will pluck up and 

break down and destroy it,  but if that nation, concerning which I have 

spoken, turns from its evil, I will change my mind about the disaster that I 

intended to bring on it.  And at another moment I may declare concerning a 

nation or a kingdom that I will build and plant it, but if it does evil in my 

sight, not listening to my voice, then I will change my mind about the good 

that I had intended to do to it. Now, therefore, say to the people of Judah 

and the inhabitants of Jerusalem: Thus says the Lord: Look, I am a potter 

shaping evil against you and devising a plan against you. Turn now, all of 

you from your evil way, and amend your ways and your doings. 
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FOR FURTHER READING:  

2 Timothy 1: 6-8 

Isaiah 64:8 

Romans 9:20-21 
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Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

I WONDER 

How it would feel to have the clay in my hands and be molded the way I 

wanted?  Would it remind me that God can mold me, too? 

What the people of Judah thought when Jeremiah told them about God’s 

image of a potter and clay? 

If the people of Judah understood what God was telling them would happen 

if they didn’t turn away from sin? 

How Jeremiah felt when he had to tell the people of Judah that God would 

punish them if they didn’t turn away from sin?  If he was scared? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Tuesday, December 19, 2017 

WORD SEARCH 
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Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

EZEKIEL 

When he was a young man, Ezekiel might have heard Jeremiah warn the 

people of Judah. After God allowed Judah to be crushed and its people 

were in exile, Ezekiel devoted his life to delivering God’s message to the 

people who had been captured and left their homes in Judah and ended up 

in Babylon. These were stubborn people who heard the warnings of the 

prophets, and saw the destruction of their country, and still rebelled against 

the true Lord. Despite a very stubborn audience, Ezekiel persisted in 

delivering a message of hope that freedom would be given to the captives if 

only they’d stop killing innocent people and worshipping false idols.  

God showed Ezekiel a truly astonishing sight. He took him to a valley full of 

bones. It looked like a battlefield after a terrible battle where many people 

had died and fallen all over the ground. The skeletons were all that 

remained, and they were dry and bleached as if they’d spent many years in 

the hot sun. God told Ezekiel to preach His message to the bones. 

The lifeless bones stood up! God gave them muscles and skin and let them 

breathe. It looked like a strong, living army now. Imagine how astonishing 
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this was for Ezekiel. God explained to him that even though it looked 

hopeless and it seemed like the nation of Israel was long dead, God was 

going to bring them all to life. He would forgive their sins and return them to 

their homeland.  

God breathed hope in Ezekiel as He breathed life into the dry bones. In turn, 

Ezekiel was able to bring hope to the people of the nation of Israel.  
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Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

The Valley of Dry Bones 

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of 

the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He 

led me all around them; there were very many lying in the valley, and they 

were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 

“O Lord God, you know.” Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and 

say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. Thus says the Lord God 

to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 

sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with 

skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live; and you shall know that I am 

the Lord.” 

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly 

there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had come upon them, 

and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 

me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus 

says the Lord God: Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon 
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these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he commanded me, and the 

breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast 

multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They 

say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off 

completely.’  Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord God: I 

am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my 

people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know 

that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring you up from your 

graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall live, and I 

will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have 

spoken and will act, says the Lord.” 
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Wednesday, December 20, 2017 

I WONDER  

What it must have looked like in a valley filled with dry bones. 

If Ezekiel felt silly speaking to dry bones? 

What Ezekiel must have felt like when the bones began to rattle and come 

together? 

What God was trying to tell Ezekiel, the people of Israel, and us? 

If the people of Israel felt scared or hopeful after Ezekiel shared his 

experience with them? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening?  

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Fill in the blanks. 

1. God made it clear to _______—and to us--that pride and jealousy 

destroy our hearts. 

2. Habakkuk gave us the good example of responding to God-- even in his 

fear, even in the face of hard things--and saying that even if _______ 

happened, he’d still belong to God. 

3. One of the angels touched the ______ to Isaiah’s mouth and told him that 

he didn’t need to be afraid any more because all his sins were forgiven. 

4. ___________ shouted, “Here I am! Send me!” 

5. People are ______ in God’s hands; they are not puppets on a string. 

6. God breathed hope in Ezekiel as He breathed life into the dry 

_________. 

WORD BANK 

JONAH 
BAD 
FIRE 

ISAIAH 
CLAY  

BONES
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Thursday, December 21, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

DANIEL 

Unlike so many of our heroes, Daniel was not a person who began by 

disobeying or delaying obedience or making poor choices. Daniel was 

faithful—even when he was young. He chose good friends, who encouraged 

him in faith and built him up. Three of these friends—Shadrach, Meshach, 

and Abednego—were once thrown into a fiery furnace for holding on to their 

faith and proclaiming it despite the king’s commandment to worship false 

idols. God saved them in that furnace. They grew in faith alongside their 

friend Daniel. 

When Daniel was an older man, he had served the kings wisely and was a 

well-respected elder statesmen. God delivered the Jews out of Babylon and 

into Jerusalem, but Daniel stayed on. King Darius respected Daniel and 

many people thought that Daniel would soon be the head of the government. 

Daniel had a beautiful habit. He believed that this habit was the thing that 

helped him most in life. Every day, no matter what, he prayed three times a 

day. Just like you always, always brush your teeth morning and night and 

would never think of skipping it (right?), Daniel always, always said his 
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three-times-a-day prayers. That was when Daniel could hear what God 

wanted to tell him and when he could share with God all the things on his 

own heart. 

There were people who were jealous of Daniel and they didn’t want him to 

be the head of government. They wanted to use the laws of the country to 

hurt Daniel and they knew that the only way to get Daniel to break a law 

was to make it so the law made his faith illegal. They wrote a tricky law that 

made it illegal to bring requests to anyone but King Darius. The bad guys 

said that this law made praying to God and asking anything of God illegal. 

Daniel continued with his habit, just as he’d always done. He knew that if he 

stopped praying, nothing in his life would make sense anyway, so he’d risk 

his very life to pray. It didn’t take long for the bad guys to catch Daniel in 

prayer, and to bring him before the king as a lawbreaker. The king realized 

he’d been tricked into signing that new law, but there was nothing he could 

do. He had to send Daniel to his punishment: to be sealed up alone in a den 

of lions. The king hoped that God would and could keep Daniel alive. And 

then he sealed the den’s entrance so that no one could rescue Daniel and he 

stayed up all night waiting. 

In the morning, the king called down to Daniel and asked if he were still 

alive. To his amazement, King Darius heard Daniel’s voice strong and clear. 

God had saved him! The king understood beyond a doubt that Daniel 
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worshipped the true God and that we all should have a habit of prayer. He 

ordered the whole kingdom to honor Daniel’s God. 
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Thursday, December 21, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Daniel 6:10-13 

Although Daniel knew that the document had been signed, he continued to 

go to his house, which had windows in its upper room open toward 

Jerusalem, and to get down on his knees three times a day to pray to his God 

and praise him, just as he had done previously. The conspirators came and 

found Daniel praying and seeking mercy before his God. Then they 

approached the king and said concerning the interdict, “O king! Did you not 

sign an interdict, that anyone who prays to anyone, divine or human, within 

thirty days except to you, O king, shall be thrown into a den of lions?” The 

king answered, “The thing stands fast, according to the law of the Medes 

and Persians, which cannot be revoked.” Then they responded to the king, 

“Daniel, one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, O king, or to 

the interdict you have signed, but he is saying his prayers three times a day.” 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

All of Daniel 6 
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Thursday, December 21, 2017 

I WONDER 

How scared Daniel must have been knowing that he was disobeying the 

King? 

If there has ever been a time when someone was trying to get you in trouble. 

 How did that feel? 

Why it was important that in Daniel’s house there were windows facing 

Jerusalem ? 
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L E C T I O  |  R E A D I N G

M E D I T A T I O  |  M E D I T A T I O N

COME HOLY SPIRIT, 
fill the hearts of your faithful and 
kindle in them the fire 
of your love.  
AMEN.

Who is in the story? 

What is Jesus teaching me with this story?

What is happening? 

Where?
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A C T I O  |  A C T

C O N T E M P L  A T I O  | C O N T E M P L A T I O N
How is He asking me to change my heart today? 

How has God shown His love for me in today’s scripture?

What does God want me to do today?

O R A T I O  |  S A Y

What can I say to God in about His Word?

How can I thank Him?
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Unscramble the words. 

AISUDR 

___________________ 

NDALEI 

___________________ 

IABHT 

___________________ 

YRAP 

___________________ 

NIOL  

___________________ 

NEFUARC 

___________________ 

NRHOO 

___________________ 

TEHIUPNSMN 

___________________  

 

LION  
DANIEL  
DARIUS  
PUNISHMENT  

HONOR  
PRAY  
HABIT  
FURNACE 
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Friday, December 22, 2017 

ROOTS & BRANCHES 

JOSEPH 

Sometimes, we think of Jesus, and since we know He was God, we forget 

that he was once a lit tle boy, too. He didn’t go from the stable in Bethlehem 

to the hill with the cross without a lot of growing up years in between. God 

gave Jesus a very special gift. He gave Him a good and holy dad here on 

earth. 

Saint Joseph was a carpenter who worked hard to take care of Jesus and 

Mary. The lit tle family in Nazareth was not wealthy at all. When they went to 

the Temple to offer God their gifts, they brought gifts that poor people would 

bring. Even though he did humble work and he was never very fancy, Joseph 

came from royal roots--- all the way back to our friend David! The angel who 

came to Joseph to tell him about Jesus called him “a son of David.” 

Joseph was a kind man who took very good care of Mary even in very 

difficult circumstances. There were people who thought he should abandon 

Mary when he found out that Mary was going to have God’s baby. But 

Joseph turned towards her instead. Good Saint Joseph married her, and 

protected her, and brought her safely to Bethlehem and into that stable we 

have been remembering in our Saint Andrew prayer. 
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Imagine what that night must have been like for him? He must have been so 

relieved to have arrived safely in his hometown, but he must also have been 

on guard all the time, looking out for the comfort and safety of his wife and 

the very precious Infant Jesus. 

Because Saint Joseph was a man who stayed close to God in prayer, God 

guided Joseph in some tricky situations. He sent an angel to tell him that the 

baby Jesus would be in grave danger if they stayed in Bethlehem. Joseph 

took them into Egypt (a very strange land for them) and stayed there until an 

angel let them know it was safe to go home. 

They settled into a lit tle hidden town called Nazareth. With his life, Saint 

Joseph taught us all how beautiful a faithful, hidden life in service to God 

can be. 
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Friday, December 22, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Matthew 1:18-25 

Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 

Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 

found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph, being a 

righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 

dismiss her quietly.  But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 

Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 

afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the 

Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will 

save his people from their sins.” All this took place to fulfill what had been 

spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 

“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.”  When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as 

the angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no 

marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

Matthew 2  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Friday, December 22, 2017 

I WONDER 

How Joseph must have felt when he heard that Mary was pregnant? 

What it would be like to have an angel come to me in a dream? 

How amazed Joseph must have been to learn that Mary’s baby was God’s 

son? 

What God wants us to know about St. Joseph from this reading?  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Friday, December 22, 2017 

CROSSWORD PUZZLE  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WORD BANK 

   Me   Rejoice   Isaiah 

   Angel   Jeremiah   Clay 

   Bones  Stood    Three 

   Lions 
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Saturday, December 23, 2017 

SCRIPTURE MEMORY 

Luke 1:38 

Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to your word. 
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Sunday, December 24, 2017 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

TAKE UP & READ 

Luke 1:26-38 

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee 

called Nazareth, to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.  And he came to her and 

said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.”But she was much 

perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of greeting this might be. 

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 

with God. And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and 

you will name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 

Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor 

David. He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom 

there will be no end.” Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a 

virgin?” The angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 

power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 

will be holy; he will be called Son of God. And now, your relative Elizabeth 

in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth month for her 

who was said to be barren. For nothing will be impossible with God.” Then 

Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according to 

your word.” Then the angel departed from her. 
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FOR FURTHER READING: 

Romans 16:25-27 

2 Samuel 7:1-5, 8B-12, 14A, 16 
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M A S S  R E S P O N S E

T A L K I N G  A B O U T  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

List two key words or phrases from today’s reading:

1 2

Imagine that you were present when this gospel unfolded. What do you 
see, hear, smell, taste, feel?

S E E 

H E A R 

S M E L L 

T A S T E 

F E E L

List two key points Father made in his homily.

1

2
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A C T I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

P R A Y I N G  O N  T H E  S C R I P T U R E S

Praise God:

Thank God:

Ask God:

How will you be the hands and feet of Jesus for your family this week?

M A S S  R E S P O N S E
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Monday, December 25, 2017 

TAKE UP & READ 

Luke 2:15-20 

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to 

one another, “Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken 

place, which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went with haste and 

found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all who 

heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured 

all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned, 

glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been 

told them. 

FOR FURTHER READING: 

Isaiah 62:11-12 

Titus 3:4-7 
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Monday, December 25, 2017 

CHRISTMAS DAY 

When Mary sat quietly in the stable after Jesus was born, she must have 

been amazed at how God’s plan was turning out for them. She must have 

had so many questions and so many ideas! But most of all though, she must 

have been very grateful. She had traveled a long way on a hard journey. 

She had been worried that there would be nowhere for her to rest when she 

had her baby. She had wondered where her newborn would live his first 

days. And now, in the smelly, dirty stable, she was seeing so many answers 

and the astonishing way God was providing.  She tucked each and every 

detail away, taking pictures with her mind and putting them in the scrapbook 

of her heart.  

Christmas is a time for being very grateful. What are the things you want to 

remember today? For what things are you so grateful that you want to be 

sure to ponder them in your heart? 
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GRATITUDE LIST  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